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Public Open House 
December 2nd, 2014  

 

Summary of Public Input 
 

1. Welcome  
WL Community Forest Board Director, Gabe Pukacz thanked everyone for coming to 
the meeting.  He then turned the meeting over to facilitator, Gail Wallin.  
 
Gail Wallin provided an overview of the meeting agenda with the purpose of 
gathering input on public values and interests in the WL Community Forest, including 
initiating dialogue on the draft Forest Stewardship Plan.   
 

2. Overview of the WL Community Forest 
Ken Day provided an overview of the WL Community Forest from its initial concept to 
the development of a legal partnership between the Williams Lake Indian Band and 
the City of Williams Lake. The WL Community Forest is governed by a Board of 
Directors while Ken Day, UBC Research Forest is responsible for resource planning 
and management.    
 
The group then had the opportunity to provide comments to be considered:  

a) Define where site plan will be available for viewing 
b) Identify and protect hiking trails across the Flat Rock block 
c) Explain how values and interests will be gathered and mapped 
d) Provide details on use of cutblocks or selective logging 

 

3. Forest Stewardship Plan 
Ken Day provided an overview of a Forest Stewardship Plan and how it links to other 
planning, including the approved Management Plan and the proposed Working Plan,   
including the range of values and objectives that need to be addressed.  Ken 
explained the Forest Stewardship Plan will be provided to government for review and 
approval. This session is the start of a 60 day public review process. In addition to 
seeking input for the Forest Stewardship Plan, public are also invited to provide 
specific information on interests and values, along with location of those interests 
and values. 
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The group then had the opportunity to provide comments to be considered:  
a) Define Visual Quality Objectives and how they are defined; identify if there 

are any identified for the Flat Rock or from the Fraser 
b) Describe how moose habitat will be managed 
c) Define how water storage and quantity will be considered 
d) Consider whether there is impact on aquifers 
e) Ensure the consideration of archaeological and historic features 
f) Consider reducing burning of cull piles 

  

4. Public Input on Interests and Values 
Ken provided an overview of how public can provide input on interests and values as 
related to the Forest Stewardship Plan or the future Working Plan.  Members of the 
Board and the Standing Committee were introduced and encouraged to spread out 
across the different tables for discussion. Participants were provided the opportunity 
of providing information verbally to Ken Day, the Board of Directors or the Standing 
Committee, or in written format.  Input was requested directly on maps, information 
input forms or in direct communication. Some participants indicated that the input 
form was not very helpful, and several comments were offered to improve the form.  
Others participants stated that they will be providing input direct by email, after the 
meeting.  The following input was provided for consideration in the development of 
plans and activities for the WL Community Forest. 

 
1. Interests/Activities 

a) Hiking- Trails and old roads; used year-long 
b) Biking- need trail integrity and good visuals 
c) Cross country skiing and snowshoeing 
d) Firewood gathering 
e) Walking- Trails and old roads; used year-long 
f) Dog tracking and training 
g) General enjoyment 
h) Use patterns- spring/summer/fall with some in the winter 
i) Address the fir beetle population 
j) Develop web-based mapping program (i.e. Manifold), make publicly  

available 
k) Maintain/enhance soil productivity 
 

2. Infrastructure features 
a) Long established cattle trails 
b) Recognize trails that are managed and maintained by the WL Cycling 

Club 
c) Specific to Flat Rock Block 

- Usage is along the eastern side of the block; up to 2-3 miles along the 
powerline and north to the canyon above Belle Acres, along the River 
Valley trail 

- Trails which lead off of the powerline into the forest 
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- Major trailheads at upper end of Snakes and Ladders and at the 
parking lot near the WL cemetery 

- Box Trail  and Cow Trail  has general meadows near by  
- Pit houses 

d) Specific to Potato Block 
- Trails, roads, etc. along with Miocene sides of the Community Forest 
- Access from Bunting Lake, Carson Subdivision Roads, Jessica Lake 

Road, Cave Road (Gravel Creek) 
 

3. Harvesting Activities Recommendations 
a) Allow for foot access along with pedal bikes 
b) Consider 50m buffers along trails; ensure consultation related to site plans 
c) Consider high concern regarding location of trail features- ensure they are 

mapped (use GPS), not skidded above 
d) Time logging outside of riding season 
e) Current approach to harvesting addresses any concerns (i.e 20% of 

volume harvest will not affect use and enjoyment) 
f) Prevent increased motorized usage 
g) Limit road proximity to trails 
h) Keep  road crossings perpendicular, narrow and followed by prompt 

reclamation 
i) Develop access to the forest to avoid traffic through residential area 
j) Have 5 year plans for harvesting  

 

4.  Other 
a) Visit other areas that have been logged and review for lessons learned  

(i.e. South Lakeside) 
b) Manage with innovative approaches to reflect the intensive use of land in 

the Flat Rock  
c) It would be beneficial to extend UBC's contract to manage the Community 

Forest beyond the 2 year period. 
d) Allow that lumber to be used only for secondary industry in Williams Lake, 

such as a pallet plant, fence posts, furniture, etc. 
e) Join the Wanderers (walking group) for a walk-about. 
f) Create an access plan for the community forest to minimize conflicts 

between all users 
g) Organize landings to provide opportunities for firewood cutting and reduce 

burning.  Consider commercial firewood. 
 

 

5. Meeting Wrap up 
WL Community Forest Director Tom Foley thanked people for their time and input. 
He reminded the group that there would be another meeting in early January in the 
Miocene area.   
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ATTENDEES: (31) 

 
Last Name 

 

First Name 

Caddy Sharon 

Dawson Rick 

Day Ken 

Ewen  Stephanie 

Foley Tom 

Grady Ryan 

Hamilton Rodger 

Hilton Jim 

Hilton Sandi 

Isfeld Linda 

Kemp Byron 

Kroeker Ernie 

LeBourdais Maureen 

Leppad Jim 

Lewis Shawn 

McCoubrey  Ross 

McLennan Bette 

Newberry John 

Newberry Charles 

Oliver Ed 

Oliver Joan 

Pukacz Gabe 

Reilander Chuck 

Sandy Joe 

Stafford Bill 

Teppema Leonard 

Wallin  Gail 

Wanless Bob 

White Dave 

Woermke Susan 

Wright  Joanne 
 


